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The Outlawed Nipple introduces how the ongoing politicization of the maternal body 
and methodology harmfully impacts maternal subjectivities. This paper takes particular 
notice to conflations of breastfeeding politics laced in ideology, the mother or parent 
body post-mastectomy, the harm of normative mothering, and how trans and queer 
parents are excluded from but complicit in normative motherhood. I argue that the 
pervasiveness of breastfeeding is a part of normative mothering and has diluted 
potential alternatives to this normativity that include altered bodies and how they 
perform. The accepted vision of motherhood (past, present, and future) is far too 
limited by dictates of gender, social responsibility, and healthcare that parents will risk 
their safety to conform. Authentic maternal subjectivities are lost, damaged, and 
destroyed in the pressure to parent normally, therefore, a theoretical, medical, and 
familial space is needed that includes dictates which define queer-parenting or 
parenting queerly as the future and as the norm. 
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